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AMC makes move to buy out Kerasotes
Change could
alter ticket prices,
discounts
NICK QUIGLEY
Daily Egyptian
Carbondale moviegoers could
be seeing changes in the theaters if
a massive business transaction goes
through.
AMC Entertainment, Inc. and
Kerasotes ShowPlace Theaters, LLC
have entered into a “definitive agreement” in which AMC would take
over most of Kerasotes’ assets, according to an AMC press release.
Kerasotes owns both the University
Place 8 and ShowPlace 8 theaters in
Carbondale.
“Combining Kerasotes’ highly
regarded assets and operations with
our own is a natural way for us to
continue redefining the future of our
industry,” said Gerry Lopez, AMC
CEO and president in a press release.
“Our collective experiences and our
complementary geographic footprints will allow us to maintain the
reputation for excellence and leadership that is part of each company’s
culture.”
The partnership is not official as
of yet as it is pending approval from
the Department of Justice for any potential antitrust issues.
Sun Dee Larson, AMC vice president of corporate communications,
declined to make specific comments
on the situation.
Internet chatter has suggested the
merger will yield higher ticket prices,
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Angie Fisher, left, a freshman from Herrin studying music
theater, stands with her mother Joyce Fisher after seeing “Crazy
Heart” Wednesday at the Kerasotes 8 Theater in Carbondale.
no free refills on popcorn and soft
drinks and the elimination of Kerasotes’ Five Buck Club, which allows
movie patrons to view movies at
discount prices after they have been
shown for two or more weeks.
“We can’t provide an official
statement or comment on rumors or
speculation until the transaction is

closed,” Larson said
If ticket prices increase, it would
affect the decision to go to the movies, said Cami Sockow, a sophomore
from Red Bud studying outdoor
recreation.
“I would definitely go less if it
was more expensive,” she said. “It depends on my money situation hon-

AMC went into a definitive agreement with Kerasotes Theaters
Jan. 19 to take over most of its assets, including the two theaters
in Carbondale.
estly, and the movie I want to see.”
Ryan Prail, a freshman from
Frankfort studying geography, says
he went to Kerasotes theaters once
every couple weeks at home, but
doesn’t like the idea of paying more
to see a movie.
“I like Kerasotes because it’s
cheap,” he said. “If ticket prices went

up, I’d be going less.”
Kerasotes gift cards, movie
money, Premiere tickets and Super
Saver tickets will still be valid after
the sale, according to the company’s
Web site.
Please see AMC | 2

Relocation of GLBT Center raises accessibility concerns
MICHARA CANTY
Daily Egyptian
The Office of Institutional Diversity might have violated the
Specialized Student Services policy when it moved the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender
Resource Center to the C-Wing
of Woody Hall Feb. 5, said Jill Adams, law consultant for the GLBT
Advisory Board.
The center’s new location is
on the third floor of the building,
which does not have an elevator,
causing it to lack handicap accessibility, Adams and other members of the GLBT Resource Center
said Thursday. The center joined
the Black Resource Center and
soon-to-be Hispanic Resource
Center in the C-Wing.
Dr. Linda McCabe Smith, as-

sociate chancellor of institutional
diversity, authorized the relocation of the center last month to
make room for the Veterans Affairs office, which requested accessibility, said Virginia Dicken,
GLBT coordinator.
Smith was unavailable for
comment.
Dicken said there was not
much reason given for the move.
“We didn’t even know when we
were moving,” said Nathan Franklin, a junior from Springfield
studying political science and employee of the center. “We’ve been
working out of boxes since Jan. 15
and knew nothing.”
It is not mandatory for all campus locations to have accessibility,
but if a program solicits a nature
of advocacy, which requires psychological and physical accessibil-

ity, the institution must comply,
according to The Development
of Facilities and Services for Students with Disabilities at SIUC
report published by Specialized
Student Services, Adams said.
GLBT’s mission statement
guarantees community members
a welcoming and private space for
library resource, Adams said.
‘These issues need to be addressed. Lawful acts such as the
American Disabilities Act and the
Rehab Act are being considered
for reference,” Adams said.
The issues fail to cease there.
Kathryn Ward, a sociology
professor, said she has a disability
that causes her to use a wheelchair. She and other students are
deprived access, she said.
“The university needs to stop
doing the minimum necessary …

important facilities are ignored
while athletic ones are supported,”
she said.
Robert Benford, member of
GLBT’s advisory board, said minority groups are being Balkanized and institutions need to converse with organizations about
their needs before making authoritarian decisions.
Board members addressed a letter to Dr. Smith Feb. 1, and Paulette
Curkin, former GLBT coordinator,
wrote one personally to Chancellor
Sam Goldman, Benford said. Neither has received feedback from
either official, he said.
“(We’re) trying to service the
entire campus and community,
but anyone with physical limitation can’t have open access to the
full service and resources our center provides,” Dicken said.

Jessica Smith, student representative of the Black Resource Center, said the move was an initial effort to make the C-Wing of Woody
Hall a diversity corner for students
to access, but placing both programs so close together lessens the
privacy for GLBT members.
Dicken said the move limits
both physical and psychological
accessibility for GLBT members.
People who seek advocacy have to
voyage through two flights of stairs
and multiple corridors, she said.
Despite the troublesome location of the office, Dicken said she
encourages all students who need
support to seek out the group’s
services.

Michara Canty can be reached at
mcanty@siu.edu or
536-3311 ext. 255.
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As for refills, AMC offers free
refills only on large popcorn and
soft drinks, and each may be refilled only once. However, guests
can opt to use AMC’s “concession
saver” option, where they can purchase a $4 coupon redeemable for
$5 in concessions, according to its
Web site.
Kerasotes, on the other hand,
offers unlimited free refills on popcorn, soft drinks and ICEE frozen
treats.
While AMC has no Five Buck
Club, it does offer a program called
AMC MovieWatcher, which works
similarly to frequent flier miles on
airlines. Movie patrons are able to
earn points toward free movies and
concessions every time they purchase a ticket at an AMC theater.
Members of MovieWatcher who
attend movies on Wednesdays receive a free small popcorn with ev-
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ombining Kerasotes’ highly regarded assets and
operations with our own is a natural way for us to
continue redefining the future of our industry.
— Gerry Lopez
AMC CEO and president

ery ticket purchased, Larson said.
“I don’t usually get concessions
because they’re so overpriced,”
Sockow said. “I usually sneak a
bottle of water in.”
Prail said he normally gets concessions when going to the theater,
and always takes advantage of Kerasotes’ free-refill policy. He says a
lot of people he knows also use the
Five Buck Club.
“I think AMC is just trying to
get money from the people,” he
said, concerning AMC’s limited refill policy. “And paying five dollars
for a movie, well, there’s nothing
wrong with that.”
AMC offers another program
called “Weekday Escape,” where

moviegoers can see select movies at
half price Monday through Thursday in certain markets. Guests will
have to check www.AMCentertainment.com for local availability if
the buyout goes through.
AMC Entertainment owns and
operates 4,574 screens in 304 theaters, while Kerasotes owns 973
screens and 96 theaters, mostly in
mid-sized metropolitan, suburban
and metropolitan markets. Once
combined, AMC will operate 400
theaters with 5,547 screens, according to a press release.

Nick Quigley can be reached at
nquigley@siu.edu or
536-3311 ext. 274.
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Upcoming Calendar Events
C4 Juried Art Exhibition

· March 30 to April 3 in the Surplus
Gallery at the Glove Factory;
admission is free
· Submissions: $15 per piece of art,
limit of three pieces
· C4 is hosting a Carbondale student and community art exhibition
where cash prizes are given out!
· Sponsored by the School of Art
and Design, Critical Forum

Dorthy Morris Scholarship
of $1,500
· Deadline is March 1
· Available to traditional female of
junior standing and minimum 3.0
GPA
· See the Web site and dowload application at: scholarships.siuc.edu

Guyon Scholarship of
$1,500

· Deadline is March 1
· Available to non-traditional
female of junior standing and
minimum 3.0 GPA
· See the Web site and dowload application at: scholarships.siuc.edu

Submit calendar items to the Daily Egyptian newsroom,
Communications 1247, at least two days before the event.
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Student saves soldiers, helps veterans

¶¶I

’m 23 years old and I’ve
got people’s lives in my
hands.
— Christopher Piha
senior from Carol Stream

TRAVIS BEAN
Daily Egyptian
Preparing to fly out of Iraq with
70 wounded soldiers, the oxygen line
on Christopher Piha’s plane suddenly
busted.
“I’m 23 years old and I’ve got people’s lives in my hands,” Piha said. “I’ve
got people breathing down my neck.
They’re saying, ‘You need to get out of
here, and you need to get out of here
now.’”
The airplane, a C-17 Globemaster, was a military transport aircraft
and needed to be repaired immediately. Although strenuous, Piha finally
capped off the oxygen line and allowed
the pilot to fly the wounded soldiers to
a hospital.
“That was one of the coolest things
I did,” Piha said. “It was intense, it was
hot and the pressure was on.”
Piha, a senior from Carol Stream
studying history, said he was unusually young to be assigned his own aircraft. At 21 years old, Piha said he had
his own C-5 Galaxy, the second largest
plane in the world and big enough to
hold six Greyhound buses.
After floating through high school,
Piha said he joined the Air Force
to make a lifestyle change. He said
he worked hard in the military and
reaped the benefits.
“When other people were sitting
around the break room playing cards,
I was out there learning to do things
on the jet,” Piha said.
Piha said he wanted to become a
military officer, but knew that meant
going to school and leaving behind his
profession.
Piha searched many schools,

DAN DWYER | DAILY EGYPTIAN

Chris Piha, center, a senior from Carol Stream studying history, meets
with several other members of the SIU bass fishing team Thursday
in the Student Center to discuss an up-and-coming veterans bass
but said choosing SIUC was an easy
choice. Not only did his father Steve
coach the 1983 national championship
football team, but Piha said he learned
to walk on SIUC’s football field.
“I came here and I got to talking
to a few people, and I said, ‘Yeah, I’m
home,’” Piha said.
Piha said veterans are non-traditional students who do not get the
guidance incoming graduates fresh
out of high school receive.
One of those confused veterans
was Aaron Mager, a freshman from
Columbia studying cinema and photography. Mager said he did not even
know he was eligible for the Pell Grant

upon arriving at SIUC.
Piha said he realized veterans did
not have the tools and resources to understand the university process.
“There were some big holes in
how we were serving veterans down
here,” Piha said. “Before, there was just
one office more aimed at educational
benefits, as opposed to helping people
come down here and learning what
they’re supposed to do.”
So Piha did something about it by
applying for the veterans coordinator
job on campus.
Peter Gitau, SIUC’s associate vice
chancellor, said several people applied
for the job, but Piha stood out and

fishing tournament. Piha, the veterans affairs coordinator at SIUC,
runs the Veterans Center, which helps current and prospective
students who are veterans get acclimated to campus.
came highly recommended.
“He is very energetic,” Gitau said.
“He is extremely knowledgeable about
the field and has a passion for working
with veterans.”
As veterans coordinator, Piha said
he works with any service on campus
that deals with veterans.
After receiving the job, Piha set out
to establish the Veterans Center, which
helps veterans make the transition
from the military to college by guiding them through different processes,
such as finding a tutor or receiving financial aid.
Mager said if not for Piha and
the Veterans Center, he would have

missed out on all the benefits veterans
receive.
“(Piha) led the charge,” Mager said.
“He was the head honcho in training
all the veteran workers in the center.”
While Piha said he is most proud
of the Veterans Center, he said looking around his office reminds him of
how hard he has worked throughout
his career.
“You know what I started with?
Not a paper clip to my name,” Piha
said. “All this is me.”

Travis Bean can be reached at
cardsos@siu.edu or
536-3311 ext. 274.
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Organizations not ready to own Hayes center
NICK JOHNSON
Daily Egyptian
With their coffers nearly empty and
no budget relief likely on the way, organizations within the Eurma C. Hayes
Center are not in a hurry to accept the
city’s oral offer to grant them full ownership of the building, representatives
from the organizations said.
The city has maintained the center and provided funds for its services
since 1975, when it was built with
funds from the federal Model Cities
program.
Mayor Brad Cole made the offer
public in his 2009 State of the City Address, in which he said he had thought
of ways to resolve a “missing sense of
ownership and create a truer atmosphere of community ownership at the
Hayes center.”
“To address those questions, I propose that the city release the building
into the ownership of the northeast
community,” Cole said in the speech.
Faced with a projected budget deficit of more than $5 million over the next
two fiscal years, the city manager’s office
presented suggested budget cuts to the
community at the Feb. 9 City Council meeting. At the meeting, chairman
of the “I Can Read” Program board
Margaret Nesbit, president of the Carbondale branch of the NAACP Sidney
Logwood and other organization representatives disputed city recommendations that would cut or eliminate funding for their programs.
Should the current recommendations be part of the 2011 fiscal year bud-

Marla Churchill, of Carbondale, reads “Little Bear”
to Brandon Rivers, right, along with a group of

get — to be approved April 20 — the
city would supply funding for the rent of
Eurma C. Hayes Center programs, but
not for its services.
Cole said the organizations would
receive funding for their services if they
accept ownership of the building.
Logwood said Cole first presented
the offer to him in a private meeting
several months ago.
Logwood said he told Cole he had
to consult with the entire northeast Carbondale community — where the center

JESS VERMEULEN | DAILY EGYPTIAN
kindergartners Tuesday during the “I Can Read”
after-school program at the Eurma C. Hayes Center.

is located — before he gave an answer.
“But he wanted us to fast-track it,”
Logwood said. “I believe he really wanted to be in a position where he could
announce (it) at the State of the City
Address.”
Nesbit, who said at the Feb. 9 meeting her Hayes center program was
struggling to receive any funds on its
own, said the city has not provided any
written documents about upkeep costs
for the center.
“Under the circumstances ... it’s a pie

in the sky in our mind(s). Where’s the
contract?” Nesbit said.
Logwood said he and other organization members requested information
from the city regarding upkeep costs of
the center, but it has not been forthright
with them and has not made such information readily available.
“It looks like they’ve done a poor job
of keeping track of (the) building itself,”
Logwood said.
But after speaking with a couple
ex-city officials, Logwood said he was

ready to say the organizations in the
center do not have the kind of money to
operate the building.
Former assistant city manager Don
Monty said he could not put a price on
yearly operating costs for the center and
such an estimation is difficult for the city
to obtain.
“You can’t just look at day-to-day
operating expenses,” Monty said.
“You’ve got to look at long term ...
what’s the condition of the floors? If
you had to replace the floors, what
would it cost? Are there parts of the
roof that will need to be replaced in the
future? At what cost?”
Private organizations within the
center would also need to hire maintenance staff, Monty said.
“If they’re struggling finding money
for day-to-day operations, where are
they going to find money to run the facility?” Monty said.
Nesbit said she does not want the
organizations held responsible for the
closing of the center should they not be
able to pay for it.
“I don’t want to see the community
take it and have it boarded up,” she said.
The city stopped short of increasing
revenue flow when it approved only a
sales tax increase in December instead
of a sales and property tax increase, Logwood said.
If the city wanted to, it could find
a way to fund the community service
programs in the center, he said.

Nick Johnson can be reached at
nickj30@siu.edu or
536-3311 ext. 263.

Administrators looking into book rental system
RYAN VOYLES
Daily Egyptian
Preliminary discussions have begun to formulate a book rental system
to help students, said Vice Chancellor
for Student Affairs Larry Dietz.
Dietz said the university has not
been able to do a rental program because of its contract with the Follett
Higher Education Group. The contract
expires at the end of the spring semester and administrators are looking into
a fall contract that would include some
form of a textbook rental policy.
Follett began a textbook rental program last fall by providing seven different schools with the program, accord-

ing to its Web site.
Chancellor Sam Goldman said he
heard about the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign getting involved
with Follett’s new program this semester, and decided it was time for SIUC to
look into a similar program.
“We are looking into other options
for getting into the rental system,” he
said.
Lori Stettler, director of the Student
Center, said it is still too early for specifics on the rental system, but so far it is
focused on curriculum books.
“We are looking at core curriculum
courses, where books could be used for
four semesters,” she said. “That would
make the books economically feasible

for the rental companies.”
Carbondale would not be the first
campus in the Southern Illinois University system to experiment with the
rental program.
SIU-Edwardsville’s rental program,
Textbook Services, allows undergraduate students to rent books for $11.10 per
credit hour. The fee is included in the
students’ fees.
The Saluki Bookstore in Carbondale
began a rental system this semester with
more than 500 books available to rent.
The bookstore requires students to have
a credit card to use as collateral.
Both rental policies require the
textbooks be returned at the end of the
semester.

Dietz said there are some problems
with having a rental system in place.
He said the systems normally force the
student into a two-year contract for the
books.
“It would run counter to the mission of a research facility, which is in
the business of finding new knowledge,”
Dietz said. “One of the things you don’t
want to do is limit yourself in giving students the latest and best knowledge in
the newer books.”
Dietz said it is unusual for a research
university such as SIUC to have an exclusive textbook rental policy. Of all the
universities Follett provides textbook
rentals to, only two schools are research
universities: Sacramento State in Cali-

fornia and the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign.
He said he would talk with administrators from those universities in the
next month to see the effectiveness of a
textbook rental program.
Dietz said the university is looking
to find a balance with starting the rental
program.
“We want to have the most up-todate information for our students,” he
said. “But we want to be providing that
at the most affordable cost. That is why
we are pursuing this.”

Ryan Voyles can be reached at
rvoyles@siu.edu or
536-3311 ext. 259.
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Trees could make (or break) degrees
N

ow that spring is approaching,
high school students are preparing to graduate, and a majority of these
students are looking to enroll in university classes as their next natural step.
In preparation for this, they
participate in an activity very common
among high school seniors — college
visits.
But what are they going to see when
they come to SIUC?
Almost a year after the May 8 storm,
this campus is still not the scenic place
administrators advertise it to be on SIU’s
Web site.
We all remember the storm that terrorized southern Illinois in May, which
brought more than 100 mph winds and
caused mass destruction of trees, buildings and power lines.
The university suffered more than $6
million in damages.
Southern expected to receive up to
75 percent of the total damages from the
Federal Emergency Management Agency, which the university has been working with since July.
According to Phil Gatton, director of
the Physical Plant, the request was unsuccessful.
So once again, it comes down to money.
Yes, progress has been made — paths
have been cleared; trees have been planted — but what about other areas such as
Campus Lake and Thompson Woods,
places that make this university unique.
The Daily Egyptian asks how this
university plans to reach out to potential
students, who will hopefully be involved
in the school’s activities, programs and

campus life, if the campus itself is less
than perfect.
This is not the time for less than perfect. It is the time for action.
Administrators are at least thinking of the recruitment problem with

discussions to implement a textbook
rental program and an interactive recruiting Web site, but these efforts will
not be noticed if students can’t get past
aesthetics.
It is a harsh truth that we live in a

world where books are judged by their
covers, and with the economic crises
the way it is, students — and their parents — are looking for any reason to
cross one more university off the list of
potentials.

GUEST COLUMN

Weather-related tragedy spotlights attendance pressure from universities
AUDRA ORD
senior studying journalism
and speech communication
My sister’s best friend from high school
was killed in a car accident Monday as she
drove back to the University of Evansville.
Corinna was only 20 years old.
The accident happened Monday morning, the morning after most of southern
Illinois and Indiana received significant
snowfall. Corinna was on her way back to
school when she hit some ice and lost control of her vehicle, sending her head-on
into the path of a Ford Excursion that was
pulling a trailer. She was pronounced dead
at the scene.
Most of the comments on the story
about the accident that ran in the Evansville Courier & Press are critical of the Uni-

versity of Evansville and the pressure they
put on students. The comments came from
other students, parents and friends of college students.
One mother wrote, “Why did UE not
delay or at least cancel classes today as did
other educational institutions in the area?
I realize that UE is comprised of mostly
those that live on campus; however, there
are many that commute … I am a mother
of a commuter and was scared to death as
mine started out on this morning to take
an exam from which she would not be
excused.”
SIUC should also take heed of this
warning.
I live on campus, so most of the time snowy
and icy days are more of a nuisance than a
true danger. However, I too was on the road
Monday morning, making a three-hour drive

I

do think the university and its instructors should be more understanding
when students can’t make it to class because of weather.

back to campus after spending a weekend with
friends and family. My fiancé and I had intended to leave Sunday evening, but the roads were
incredibly dangerous, so we delayed our drive
to Carbondale.
The next morning, the roads were not
much better. I contacted the teachers of my
morning classes to let them know I wouldn’t
be able to make it in. Luckily, they understood.
But what if I had an exam that I couldn’t be
excused from, or a presentation that couldn’t
be rescheduled? I would have felt pressured
to rush back to campus, thereby putting my
fiancé’s and my life at increased risk.
I understand that SIUC cannot close the
campus at the first sign of snowfall, or even

after a few inches have accumulated. And
I must commend the university for being
more prepared this season and being proactive in clearing the sidewalks and parking
lots. However, I do think the university and
its instructors should be more understanding when students can’t make it to class because of weather.
No student should feel the need to risk
their life to catch a 50-minute lecture or to
take an exam that could easily be made up.
I implore the university to be more lenient
when the road conditions are hazardous.

Editor’s note: Ord is a former Pulse editor
for the Daily Egyptian.
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Budget stalls tree cleanup
NICK JOHNSON
Daily Egyptian
Although progress has been made
in the removal of uprooted trees on
campus after the May 8 storm, funding and logistical issues are inhibiting
further efforts, university officials said.
Though most of the mowed areas
and paths have been cleared of trees,
storm debris remains in other areas,
such as Thompson Lake and Thompson Woods, grounds superintendent
David Tippy said.
“We’ve got a lot of trees down on
campus still, no question about that,”
he said.
Though Tippy said his staff has
been slightly reduced due to budget
cuts, it hasn’t adversely affected cleanup and the staff is waiting for better
weather before continuing.
“A lot of these trees that are down
aren’t in accessible areas,” Tippy said.

“We don’t know how we can get to
some of these without damaging other things in the process.”
Director of the Physical Plant Phil
Gatton said SIUC received insurance
funds for trees adjacent to buildings,
mowed areas and those strewn across
paths. The university requested funding
for cleanup of other areas from the Federal Emergency Management Agency,
but was unsuccessful, Gatton said.
All hazardous debris from the
storm has been cleared, Tippy said.
Gatton said he’s unsure if the university will get federal funding for
non-hazardous debris removal.
In addition to grounds staff, Tippy
said the campus community has to be
involved in the cleanup in some way.
“I don’t think every inch of campus
is going to have the trees and debris
cleaned up,” Tippy said. “There may
be certain areas where the community
says ‘I really think this needs some

further attention.’ We have to get that
kind of response.”
Dustin Clinton, a senior studying
fine arts, said unsightly leftover debris would have affected his decision
to enroll and might stick in the minds
of others.
Prospective students pay attention
to whether the university is working
to keep a clean campus, Clinton said.
But students Jess Carter, a junior
studying art, and Nick Kunkel, a junior studying geography, both said
the university did a good job cleaning
up after the storm and leftover debris
wouldn’t be a factor if they were still
deciding to enroll.
“It was just a natural disaster,”
Kunkel said. “Nothing you can do
about that.”

Nick Johnson can be reached at
nickj39@siu.edu or
536-3311 ext. 263.
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MEN’S
CONTINUED FROM

12

Senior
guard
Martelle
McLemore, meanwhile, is averaging 11.7 points per game for Western Michigan, while sophomore
forward Flenard Whitfield has
scored 9.7 points per game.
The Broncos enter the game
struggling nearly as much as the Salukis, as they have lost five of their
last eight games.
Western Michigan enters the
game scoring an average of 69.7
points per game while shooting
42.5 percent from the field.
The Salukis, meanwhile, have
scored 70 points per game this season while shooting 45.6 percent
from the field.
Teague said the season has been
tough for the Salukis, which have
had trouble winning close games.

TRACK
CONTINUED FROM

12

Sophomore Malaikah Love, who
finished in first place in both the long
and triple jumps last week, will be taking a break from jumps this week, opting to compete in the sprint events.
The runners will also see a lot of
their key athletes rest up this meet,
sprints coach Alan Turner said. Most
notably, juniors Kandise Thompson
and Tredene Davis will be sitting out
for the women.
MVC Male Athlete of the Week senior Sammy Biggs, will be sitting out
for the men, and junior Anthony Seay
will join him because of a sore hamstring.
“This weekend is just a real low-

“It’s frustrating,” Teague said.
“We’re right there every game, but
the other team just finds a way to
pull away at the end.”
SIU is 8-5 in the BracketBuster
series, obtaining a 5-2 record in
BracketBuster games and a 3-3 record in return games. The Salukis
beat Illinois-Chicago earlier this
season in a return game from the
2009 BracketBuster game, 74-64.
The two-day event features 98
teams in 14 different conferences.
This is the second consecutive season the Salukis have not played in a
televised game in the series.
The SIU women’s basketball
team will play immediately after the
men’s matchup in the annual Pink
Zone game.

Stile T. Smith can be reached at
sts34@siu.edu or
536-3311 ext. 256.

¶¶W

e have a couple of
girls in the top eight,
but I think can bee.

— John Smith
Throws coach

key meet,” Price-Smith said. “A lot of
our athletes will just be looking to finetune a few things and stay sharp before
conference.”
The Friday Night Special is a meet
set to take place today at Eastern Illinois University in Charleston, Ill., at
the Lantz Indoor Fieldhouse.

Timothy Hehn can be reached at
thehn@siu.edu or
536-3311 ext. 282.
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Across
1 Unceremoniously breaks
up with
6 1996 film that won Best
Original Screenplay
11 Pro bono TV ad
14 As a friend, to François
15 Greg Evans comic strip
16 Pumpjack output
17 Newly certified coroner’s
assignment?
19 Wash. Nats’ division
20 Daffy duo?
21 Generation
22 In pursuit of
24 Lord’s ointment?
29 Isn’t wrong?
30 Flood deterrents
31 Words spoken with a
yawn, perhaps
33 TV palomino
34 Mutt with a conscience?
35 Annoying negotiator
38 Sitting Bull telling raunchy jokes?
42 Cops may keep them on

suspects
46 Rabbitlike rodents
47 Gulf War reporter Peter
49 Peddle
50 Taxi with no empty
seats?
53 Disappointed postgame
comment
55 Back muscle, for short
56 Nest builder
57 Seventh-largest st.
58 Topping for schnitzel?
63 Legal ending
64 Bugs once sought by
cops
65 Havens
66 Old map inits.
67 Steamed
68 Take forcibly

Down
1 Stand up for
2 Combat outfit
3 Candy “whose success is
out of this world”
4 Downing St. bigwigs

Thursday’s answers

5 Pose
6 Botanist’s study
7 Hearing-related
8 Wiper
9 Migratory African critter
10 Fit to serve
11 Firebird maker
12 Guest letter?
13 Siren, for one
18 Predicament
23 Pride follower, so they
say
25 It’s not true
26 Breaks up
27 Baroque stringed instrument
28 Raison d’__
32 “No Exit” dramatist
34 Half of MMCXX
36 “What I look forward
__ continued immaturity
followed by death”: Dave
Barry
37 Hung. neighbor

38 Coulees
39 Eternal, and a hint to this
puzzle’s phonetic theme
40 Convinced
41 Brewski
43 Furthermore
44 Unsatisfying response
to “Why?”
45 Positions
47 Aqua Velva competitor

Horoscopes

By Nancy Black and Stephanie Clements

Level: 1

2

3 4

Complete the grid so each row, column and 3-by-3 box (in bold boarders) contains
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Thursday’s answers

Today’s birthday — Enhance your self-esteem
while providing just what your group needs in
the way of practical encouragement. Everyone
benefits from your enthusiasm this year. Just be
sure to moderate your energy so that you’re still
standing at the end of the day - every day. Success
includes maintaining your health.
Aries (March 21-April 19) — Today is a 5 —
When the Moon leaves your sign today, you’re
fully prepared to accept the comforts provided
by associates. Alcohol is not a necessary element.
Joy is.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) —Today is a 6 — Ease
into the weekend by finishing a task that you’ve
beenavoiding.Then put your emotions on the line,
long-distance.
Gemini (May 21-June 21) — Today is a 5 —
Challenge yourself to speak up in a tight situation.
Choosewordscarefullytoavoidmisunderstanding.
Stay professional.There’s no need to argue.
Cancer (June 22-July 22) — Today is a 7 —
Never let it be said that you don’tenjoy a fight.What
you like even better is to have someone in your
corner to cheer you on.You can win one today.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) — Today is an 8 — Today
you get practical as you create just the right
message with a floral arrangement or muted
lighting. Add a splash of color to cheer up a room.

48 Exam given intradermally, for short
51 Like the nerve near an
arm bone
52 Rear
54 “South Park” rating
59 H+, for one
60 Work unit
61 Plant
62 Rhine feeder

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) —Today is a 6 — Each
time you open your mouth, you have a chance to
create connections. Dig a bit deeper to discover
the right question.Then ask, and prepare to listen.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) — Today is a 6 —
Things run more smoothly if you devise a way to
be emotionally persuasive while maintaining the
bottom line. It would be easy to overspend today.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) — Today is a 6 —
You have lots of little details to take care of now.
Fortunately, you have plenty of energy and
enthusiasm for the task.You might even get paid!
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) — Today is a
7 — Don’t be surprised if the first words from
your mouth include high praise for an associate.
You don’t need the spotlight. You’ll get plenty of
attention later.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) — Today is a 6 —
Lively discussions with your partner lead to exciting
conclusions. This game has two rules: comfort is
essential, and playful persuasion gets what you
want.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) — Today is a 7 —
There’s a shift in your thinking. You’re probably far
more supportive of others now than you have
been the last few days. Help family members
complete projects.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) — Today is an 8 —
Despite the pace today, you find yourself in the
right place at the right time. Sell your ideas. Buyers
are listening.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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IKKAH
NOPETT
NAANAB

NEW BIBLE Jumble Books Go To: http://www.tyndale.com/jumble/

by Mike Argirion and Jeff Knurek

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

Print answer here:
(Answers tomorrow)
Thursday’s answers

Jumbles: ABBOT
ELATE
HAZARD
VERBAL
Answer: The couple wasn’t happy with their lot
because they didn’t — HAVE A LOT

Sports
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Saluki Insider
The NBA trade deadline came and went Thursday afternoon. Which team do you think made the biggest impact with its
acquisitions?

The Rockets obviously made the immediate splash by acquiring Kevin Martin
from Sacramento, but depending on free agency this summer, it could be the
Knicks. New York cleared enough cap space to sign two max free agents, but it will
be interesting to see if they can convince LeBron, D-Wade or Chris Bosh to make
the leap.

STILE T. SMITH
sts34@siu.edu

The Cleveland Cavaliers definitely get some big help in the Antawn Jamison
trade. He adds a different dimension to the team because he is a decent perimeter
shooter in addition to being a beast in the paint. I am expecting him to open up
the offense for the Cavaliers.

RYAN SIMONIN

rsimmy@siu.edu

Well Tracy McGrady’s trade will make about as much of a difference as a
tear in the rain, so I’m going to jump on the Antawn Jamison trade that sent
him from Washington to Cleveland. The Cavs needed that presence at the
power forward position, and it will keep King James happy… for now.

TIMOTHY HEHN

thehn@siu.edu

WOMEN’S
CONTINUED FROM

12

nior guard Kelsey Luna knocked
down six free throws in the final
minute to seal the victory for the
Sycamores. Luna came into the game
with the second-best free throw percentage in the nation at 92.1 percent.
Luna led the Sycamores in scoring with a game-high 19 points — 17
of which came in the second half —
and eight rebounds. ISU put three
other players into double figures and
sophomore center Shannon Thomas
put together a double-double with

10 points and 13 boards.
SIU also put four players into
double-digit point totals, led by
freshman guard Teri Oliver with
18 points. Senior guard/forward
Stephany Neptune recorded her
10th double-double on the year with
14 points, 11 rebounds and eight assists — all of her points coming in
the second half.
Neptune said the team started
the game with good intensity on
defense, but could not maintain the
same level down the stretch.
“We did a great job in the first

half, we were chasing down their
screens and they couldn’t get open,”
Neptune said. “We were down four
points, then they hit a three and it
went downhill from there.”
The women will return to action
at 4:30 p.m. Saturday against Illinois
State. The game will be the fourth
annual Pink Zone game and will
also be the Salukis’ senior night.

Ray McGillis can be reached at
ray1021jr@siu.edu or
536-3311 ext. 269.

Tour getting ready for Tiger show
DOUG FERGUSON
The Associated Press
P O N T E V E D R A BEACH,
Fla. — Tiger Woods’ first public appearance in three months already is
shaping up as a national event.
Tight security restricted access on
the road that leads to the TPC Sawgrass
clubhouse, where Woods is to speak
at 11 a.m. EST Friday for the first time
since his Nov. 27 accident that set off
sordid revelations of infidelity.
Networks reworked their programming and, by late Thursday afternoon,

seven satellite trucks had already parked
outside the Sawgrass Marriott. The
parking lot last saw this kind of activity
five years ago — for media day at the
Super Bowl between the New England
Patriots and Philadelphia Eagles.
The public hasn’t had a clean look at
Woods’ face since photos Wednesday of
him jogging in his neighborhood outside Orlando.
Far more compelling will be the
sound of his voice. Woods has not been
heard in the 78 days since a magazine
released a voicemail he allegedly left one
of the women to whom he has been ro-

mantically linked, warning that Woods’
wife might be calling.
Instead of going on “Oprah” or another national television show to break
the ice, Woods essentially will be speaking to the lone camera allowed in the
room. It will be televised via satellite.
ABC, CBS and NBC will carry the
statement live. ESPN will have it live
on all its platforms, including Internet
streaming, radio and mobile. It also will
be piped over YouTube, the Web’s most
popular video channel. Golf Channel
will start coverage at 10:30 a.m. — call it
a 30-minute pregame show.
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Sycamores shut down Southern
RAY MCGILLIS
Daily Egyptian

JESS VERMEULEN | DAILY EGYPTIAN

Nneka Nwani, center, and her teammates look on during the first half of the SIU women’s basketball game
Thursday against Indiana State at the SIU Arena. The Salukis lost 70-62 as the Sycamores swept the season series.

In its second to last home game
of the year, the SIU women’s basketball team could not handle the
post play of Indiana State.
The Salukis (4-20, 3-11 Missouri Valley Conference) surrendered 32 points in the paint to the
Sycamores (13-11, 4-9 MVC) and
lost the rebound battle, 46-31, as
they fell 70-62 Thursday.
The loss marks the seventh
time in the last 10 years the women
have tallied 20 or more defeats.
Head coach Missy Tiber said
the team hit a wall offensively at
the end of the first and it carried
over into the second half.
“We just ran into a slump
where we could not score,” Tiber
said. “It wasn’t that we weren’t getting open looks at the basket … I
thought we were playing solid defense, but we just weren’t scoring
— we had plenty of opportunities.”
Despite holding a lead as large
as five in the opening 20 minutes,

the Salukis went into the intermission trailing 34-24. The Sycamores
went on a 19-4 run in the final six
minutes to close out the half.
ISU shot 12-34 from the field
to start the game, but the Salukis
could not do any better and went
10-32 shooting in the first half.
For two of the top five 3-point
shooting teams in the conference,
the teams combined for only three
first half 3-pointers.
Senior guard Christine Presswood said it disrupts a shooter’s
psyche when the shots aren’t falling.
“When you can’t find your
shot, you can’t find yourself,” Presswood said. “We kind of got a grip
on it in the second half, but it was a
little too late.”
The Salukis refused to go
down at home without a fight and
mounted an 8-2 run to cut the deficit to four points with 50 seconds
remaining in the game.
However, Indiana State’s sePlease see WOMEN’S | 11

TRACK & FIELD

SIU to rest top athletes in Charleston
TIMOTHY HEHN
Daily Egyptian

Last meet before MVC Indoor Championships

The SIU track and field team
will participate in its last meet before the Missouri Valley Conference Indoor Championships today at the Friday Night Special in
Charleston.
The Salukis look to have a more
relaxed meet after the competitive
Grand Valley State University Big
Meet last weekend, and will mainly
use this meet to try to rest a few
key athletes in anticipation of the
upcoming MVC Indoor Championships, head coach Connie Price-

Smith said.
One athlete not traveling with
the team is sophomore thrower Jeneva McCall. McCall has already
qualified for the NCAA national
competition in both the weight
throw and the shot put events, and
is leading the No. 11 ranked women’s team in points scored.
Junior thrower Gwen Berry, firstplace finisher in the shot put last
weekend, will not be competing in
the weight throw event, opting to focus on the shot put event, and said

she would attempt to hit a mark of
53 feet to qualify for nationals.
Throws coach John Smith said
he is not expecting a lot of fantastic
marks from the rest of the women
throwers in the weight throw event,
as they put in a lot of heavy workouts in the weight room this week
in preparation for the conference
championships, and is instead focusing on the shot put for Friday’s
meet.
“The women’s shot is wide open,
and there are a lot of points to be

gotten,” Smith said. “We have a
couple of girls not in the top eight,
but I think can be.”
Sophomore Cody Doerflein and
junior Miracle Thompson will be
competing in the men’s and women’s pole vault events. Doerflein
and Thompson are attempting to
reach national marks, according to
pole vault coach Dan Digman.
Doerflein is the closest to hitting this mark, needing roughly six
centimeters on his jump to qualify
for nationals. Thompson has a

tougher task, needing close to 20
centimeters on her jump to qualify.
Jumps coach Andre Scott said
he is going to try to get some of
his lower-placed finishers ready for
the MVC Indoor Championships.
Scott said he will also work on getting sophomore Maxim Bakana up
to speed. Bakana has only competed in the last two meets for SIU
after being injured and facing a
minor suspension for missing the
team bus toward the beginning of
the season.
Please see TRACK | 8

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Salukis at home for ESPN BracketBuster Saturday

STILE T. SMITH
Daily Egyptian

Dawgs take on Western Michigan in annual mid-major contest

While neither team likely has
a bracket to be busted, the men’s
basketball team will face Western
Michigan at 2:05 p.m. Saturday at
the SIU Arena in the annual ESPN
BracketBuster series.
Th
 e Salukis (14-12) will have
the opportunity to get away from
their Missouri Valley Conference

schedule, where they have lost five
of their last seven games, to take on
the Broncos (14-12).
SIU will be looking to rebound
from a 79-72 loss against Drake
Tuesday, which dropped the Salukis
into sole possession of ninth place
in the MVC.
Head coach Chris Lowery said

the team would need to keep control of the basketball in order to
beat the Broncos.
“Every time we have a negative
assist-to-turnover ratio, we lose,”
Lowery said.
The Salukis have gone 5-10 in
their last 15 games since starting
the season 9-2.

The Broncos will have the task
of trying to stop the duo of senior
guard Tony Freeman and freshman center Gene Teague, who led
the Salukis with 18 points apiece
against Drake.
“Going into the game, we made
a point of knowing where (Freeman) was at all times,” Drake head

coach Mark Phelps said.
The Broncos have two players averaging double figures this
season, led by senior guard David
Kool, averaging 21.5 points per
game.
Please see MEN’s | 8

